SELF-GUIDED TOUR OF PUSHAW STREAM \

Do you see the mound of freshwater mussel shells? Muskrat, otter, mink,
and raccoon all eat mussels and discard the shells in a trash pile called a
'midden.' Mussels live buried in the muddy banks of streams and lakes. Tiny

3 mussel larvae attach to fish on their gills or fins, and develop into juveniles on

5 their host. Eventually the juveniles drop off, bury down into the mud and begin

their mostly sedentary life. Mussels are filter feeders, taking in large amounts
of water and filtering it back out while trapping tiny organisms. This process
can also improve water quality by filtering other particles. However, areas with
highly polluted water have increased death rates, and endangered the species.

their body temperature. You will often find painted turtles basking in the sun on
fallen logs or rocks. You may also see snapping turtles in the water where they are
agile swimmers, or adeptly camouflage themselves under the mud as you pass by.
On land they are vulnerable and can be quite ornery. Their diverse diets can
include insects, ampibians, small mammals, other turtles, or even birds!

Maps are measured out in longitudes and latitudes. Here you are at the
45th parallel North (meaning your are 45 degrees north of the Equator),
the halfway point between the equator and the North Pole! At this latitude,
the sun is visible for 15 hours 37 minutes during the summer solstice, and 8
hours 46 minutes during the winter solstice.




